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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


This  Report  the  sixth  of  the  War  Peribd^ 'is  ■drawn  up  in 
accordance  with  instructions  contained  ^rarilihisti'y  of  Health 
Circular  dated  19th  March,  1945,  which  directs  that  it  shall 
bo  of  a form  similar  to  previous  War-time  Reports,  and  deal 
briefly  with  any  happenings  of  Public  Health  interest,  with 
special  emphasis  on  the  Water  Supply. 


Once  again  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  in  spite  of  the 
War  with  all  its  drawbacks,  the  year  passed  pleasantly  enough 
and  the  health  of  the  people  maintained  its  usual  high 
standard. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

In  this  connection,  considering  the  crowded  state  of  the  Town, 
it  has  been  a very  satisfactory  year.  Of  the  22  cases,  5 
only  needed  removal  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Exeter. 


For  the  second  year  running  Diphtheria  was  absent. 

Disease  Cases  Sent  to  Hospital  Deaths 


Scarlet-fever  6 
Erysipelas  3 
Paratyphoid  B.  1 
Measles  12 
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Tuberculosis  - Five  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,, 
three  were  lung  cases.  There  were  two  deaths. 

DIPHTHERIA  BIMUNI SAT ION 

The  response  to  this  free  and  beneficial  service  was  fairly 
good,  and  63  children  completed  the  course,  56  of  these  being 
under.  5*  It  is  estimated  that  of  the  750  children  under  5 


* 


tLn  the  District  on  31st  December,  65$  have  been  immunised, 
and  95%  of  the  1080  children  between  5 and  15»  The  : . . 
occurence  of  a case  or  two  of  Diphtheria  among  the 
uniirmunised,  would  probably  improve  these  figures  considerably. 

SCABIES  AND  OTHER  CONTAGIOUS  SKIM  DISEASES 

Though  considerably  less  than  formerly,  these  troublesome 
conditions  still  crop  up  occasionally,  causing  much  discomfort 
and  loss  of  time  to  the  infected  one.  During  the  year.  11 
Cases  were  removed  for  treatment  to  the  Sick  Bay  at  Newton 
Abbot,  while  354  were  dealt  with  as  Outpatients  at  Sunrise 
Hostel. 

Of  the  total,  Dawlish  cases  numbered  196 , Teignmcuth  cases 
numbered  158.  Of  these,  107  were  Evacuees,  and  Adults 
numbered  60. 

Scabies  - 246  cases.  Impetigo  and  other  conditions  - 108. 

THE  EVACUEES 

On  31at  December  last,  there  were  approximately  147  Adults  and 
300  Children  billeted  in  the  District,  making  a total  of  447. 
This  compares  with  a total  of  485  for  the  same  date  in  the 
previous  year.  It  should  be  mentioned,  however,  that  owing  to 
the  danger  from  flying  bombs,  there  was , during  the  summer,  a 
large  influx  of  children  from  Kent  and  neighbourhood,  so  that 
at  one  time  in  September,  the  total  exceeded  1200.  Most  of 
these  had  returned  by  Christmas. 

THE  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Water  Supply  has  been  highly  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity*  The  result  of  two  recent  Samples  (1/6/45) 
submitted  for  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examination,  is 
detailed  below. 

The  first  is  of  the  raw  untreated  water  both  Chemical,  and 
Bacteriological,  the  second  Bacteriological  only  cf  the 
treated  water. 
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DEVON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  LABORATORY 

Report  on  Examination  of  Sample  of  Water  ( Untreat ed) 

Sanitary  Districts  Dawlish  Urban 

Source  of  Samples  Main*  Raw. 

Date  and  Time  of  Samplings  1*6,45* 

cumTTCAL  (Results  expressed  as  parts  per  100,000') 

Hardness,  as  calcium  c carbonate 

Temporary  8*0|  Permanent  6*4 j Total  14*4 


Chlorides,  as  Chlorine  2*3 

Ammonia,  free  and  saline,  as  nitrogen  *002 

Ammonia,  albuminoid,  as  nitrogen  .0126 

Nitrates,  as  nitrogen  ’ .4 

Nitrites,  as  nitrogen  nil 

Oxygen  (absorbed  3 hrs,  at  37°C)  *22 


Metals s Zinc,  copper  and  lead  - not  detected 
pH  values  6.8 

Remarks;  Sample  clear  and  free  from  sediment 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  (Examination  before  treatment) 

Probable  number  coli-aerogenes  organisms  per  100  c.c*  - 80 
CONCLUSIONS 

Owing  to  the  presence  of  considerable  numbers  of  organisms 
of  probable  intestinal  origin  the  water  is  not  fit  for 
human  consumption  unless  treated* 
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Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  after  treatment 

W»4?2«  Reservoir  at  Ball  Valve.  Treated. 

Probable  number  coli-aerogenes 
organisms  per  ICO  ml.  - nil. 

This  sample  is  satisfactory  bacteriologically. 

(Signed)  J.  CEUICKSffidTK, 

1/County  Bacteriologist* 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  treatment  is  effective. 

SEWERaGE  MID  SEWAGE  DISPOStiL 

Shortly  before  the  outbreak  of  War  and  again  in  1944, 
Messrs*  Taylor  and  Wallin  (now  Messrs*  Waterhouse  and 
Rounthwaite  of  Newcastle - on-Tyne ) , wore  instructed  to 
proceed  with  the  drainage  of  Holcombe  Down  Estate,  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  the  Cesspool  arrangement  of  the 
small  group  of  houses  built  just  prior  to  the  War  was 
unsatisfactory.  In  addition,  they  were  instructed  to 
report  and  advise  on  the  drainage  of  Cockwood,  Eastdon, 
Shutterton,  Dawlish  Warren,  Lady’s  Mile  and  Marina,  and 
also  to  improve  the  existing  drained  area  of  the  town 
itself.  During  the  year,  one  or  two  minor  flooding 
cases  occurred  due  to  overloading  with  domestic  sewage 
coinciding  with  heavy  rein. 


0O0 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population  JOOO  (a  decrease  of  59)* 


Live  Births 

"'Male  49  (Illegitimate  4)  - Female  51  (Illigetimate  9) 

Total  100 

Birth  Rate  = 14.2.  per  1000  people 
10  year  average  = 11.4. 

England  and  Wales  rate  17*6. 

Still  Births 

Male  3 - Female  1 - Total  4. 

Still  Birth  Rate  - 38.4  per  1000  total  Births, 

Deaths 

Male  45  - Female  42  - Total  87. 

Death  Rate  - 12,4  per  1000  people. 

Erg  land  and  Wales  Rate  - 11.6. 

Infant  Mortality  (under  1 year)  - Female  2. 

A rate  of  20  per  1000  live  births. 

Maternal  Mortality" (child  birth)  - Nil. 
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